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FUSE Shocks Industry with New Investment in Client Success  
Addition of Michael Cooper, CFA, Further Elevates Decision-Support Team 

 
January 9, 2026, Needham, MA— FUSE Research Network reinforces its mission to deliver superior, 
tangible impact for its clients with the appointment of Michael Cooper, CFA, as Senior Research Analyst. 
This hire clearly demonstrates that FUSE is without peer when it comes to customized decision support 
for investment firms focused on intermediary distribution. 
 
Cooper’s addition strengthens FUSE’s already superior research team that continues to attract 
professionals with direct asset management experience. With prior experience at Wellington 
Management and Putnam Investments, Cooper’s background in manager research, product and vehicle 
evaluation, and competitive analysis ensures FUSE’s guidance is grounded in real-world execution, not 
theory. 
 
“Michael embodies what sets FUSE apart,” said Neil Bathon, Managing Partner at FUSE Research 
Network. “Michael’s fundamental research expertise and understanding of how firms succeed in the 
real-world will immediately sharpen the relevance of the tactical guidance we deliver to product and 
distribution professionals.” 
 
As Senior Research Analyst, Cooper will focus on high-consequence decision areas, including product 
strategy, distribution optimization and competitive intelligence, working closely with FUSE leadership 
and client teams to turn research into specific, measurable actions. “With Michael on board, we are 
expanding the depth and speed of the customized decision support our clients expect,” added Rick 
Ledbury, Director of Data and Analytics at FUSE. “Our clients are not looking for another slide deck—they 
want clarity, conviction and a path to execution. Michael’s experience at world-class investment 
organizations will help push every engagement toward tangible, measurable success.” 
 
 

### 
 
About FUSE  
 
Founded in 2008, FUSE delivers tactical decision support that enhances the effectiveness of sales, 
national accounts, marketing, and product teams at investment management firms. Our seasoned 
decision-support team is unparalleled in its ability to translate industry trends, competitive landscapes, 
and client-specific challenges into practical, results-driven, actionable guidance that helps investment 
managers optimize distribution, product development, and overall business performance. In addition to 
our core research and consulting services, FUSE offers proprietary benchmarking studies, competitive 
financial advisor intelligence, and custom surveys of financial advisors.  www.fuse-research.com 
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