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Advisors Continue to Project Increased Allocations to ESG 
“Also, Advisors Will Increase Allocations to Active ETFs & Separate Accounts in 2022” 

December 13, 2021, Needham, MA – The growth of ESG investing is one of the most talked about 
developments in the asset management industry. However, when one separates anecdotal insights 
from data-driven analysis, you often get two different stories. FUSE Research Network partnered with 
WealthManagement.com to learn directly from financial advisors about their interest in and plans for 
ESG investments.  

ESG strategies currently account for 9% of the AUM (but nearly 50% of the coverage of industry 
publications) of advisors that participated in our survey that provided the input for our latest report 
in the Advisor Trend Monitor Series. Product Usage: The Advisor View, the latest report of the six-part 
Advisor Trend Monitor series, offers readers a sense of ESG growth in intermediary channels over the 
next 12-24 months. 
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“While it’s often portrayed that the greatest demand for ESG investments is among Millennials, our 
findings show that young advisors and investors are not the only ones interested in investing for 
good,” notes Patrick Newcomb, Director of BenchMark Research. “Currently, 9% of the assets among 
advisors aged 45 or less are invested in ESG strategies, the same percentage as those 60 and older. 
Also, advisors catering to clients aged 50 to 59 have the highest allocations to ESG strategies, 



according to our survey. Insights into these types of advisor demographics help asset managers target 
the appropriate advisors.” 

In addition to examining the outlook for ESG among advisors, the Advisor Trend Monitor Report – 
Product Usage: The Advisor View covers preferred product types and asset classes among advisors, 
the importance of various portfolio characteristics when choosing active and passive strategies, and 
anticipated shifts in usage. Overall data survey findings are presented with year-over-year 
comparisons, as well as by channel, average client age and account size, advisor AUM and age, team 
structure and practice type. 

The FUSE Advisor Trend Monitor is a survey-based report series that provides timely insight into 
advisor views on a range of issues central to asset managers’ decisions about resource allocation. 
With the ongoing support of our partner, WealthManagement.com, FUSE releases a total of six 
reports annually that comprise the Advisor Trend Monitor report series.

For details about obtaining a copy of Product Usage: The Advisor View, please email Jason Heinhorst 
at jheinhorst@fuse-research.com or call (720) 221-5223. 

About FUSE Research Network LLC

FUSE was launched in 2008 with the view that research and consulting support for asset managers 

has failed to evolve with the changing needs of the client. The future competitive environment will 

demand that clients make important business decisions within shorter and shorter timeframes.  

In order to support clients in this setting, FUSE provides a dynamic research platform that covers our 
clients’ current and future decision areas (strategic and tactical). Our goal is to become an invaluable 
business partner through the delivery of highly informed and forward-looking recommendations that 
are among the critical inputs our clients need to optimize results. 


