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Advisors and Fund Managers Are Keenly Interested in Model Portfolios  

 
December 12, 2019, Needham, MA – Advisors are continuing to shift a significant portion of client 
assets into model portfolios. According to our survey of financial advisors in conjunction with 
WealthManagement.com, currently 41% of client assets are in model portfolios, with that number 
increasing to nearly 50% by 2021. With advisor demand intensifying, model portfolio product 

development is expected to be a major area of focus as fund managers plan for 2020 and beyond. 
In fact, according to FUSE Research Network’s BenchMark Series study Product Management & 
Development 2019, more than 87% of firms are currently offering, vetting or preparing to launch 

model portfolios over the next 12 months.  
 

Model Portfolio Product Development Plans over the Next 12 Months

 
Source: FUSE Product Survey, 2019 
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Today, more than a quarter of advisor assets are in model portfolios delivered by fund managers, 

either through their broker/dealer platform or a third-party platform. This number is projected to 
grow to 33% by 2021. “While not all asset managers are suited to participate in the model 
construction space, those firms with the requisite capabilities like asset allocation and multi-asset 

portfolio construction capabilities can tap into an entirely new type of advisor audience that wants 
packaged portfolios for their client portfolios and can ultimately better position their firm for 
future success,” explains Patrick Newcomb, Director of BenchMark Research, FUSE Research 

Network. 
 

FUSE’s Product Management & Development 2019 BenchMark study provides an in-depth look at 

the structure and processes of asset managers’ product groups, including budgets, headcounts, 
compensation, time management and resource allocation. The study is also organized by firm 
assets under management to enable users to compare how their organization stacks up against 
others of similar size in addition to the overall industry. Overall data is also presented with 

comparisons noted over the prior three years of survey data. 
 

For details about obtaining a copy of Product Management & Development 2019, please email 

Jason Heinhorst at jheinhorst@fuse-research.com or call (720) 221-5223. 
 

About FUSE Research Network LLC 
 

FUSE was launched in 2008 with the view that research and consulting support for asset managers 

has failed to evolve with the changing needs of the client. The future competitive environment will 

demand that clients make important business decisions within shorter and shorter timeframes.  

 

In order to support clients in this setting, FUSE provides a dynamic research platform that covers 

our clients’ current and future decision areas (strategic and tactical).  Our goal is to become an 
invaluable business partner through the delivery of highly informed and forward-looking 
recommendations that are among the critical inputs our clients need to optimize results.  
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